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Merciless Execution.
Friendly Pardon.

In August 2006, an article was published in a daily newspaper with
the headline: “Shot at Dawn, Pardoned 90 Years On”. Three hun-
dred and six British soldiers were court-martialed and shot during
World War I by their comrades. The complete text from the German
Press Agency is printed on the front of the altarfold.

“Merciless Execution. Friendly Pardon.” is composed of three
parts. The blindfold around the altar fold with a French Military
Cross, the gate fold or altar fold with eight pages and a card with
a poem. This letterpress work is dedicated to showing that war is
cardinally a criminal act.

Number 1 to 120 are part of a box named Colorless—Colored. Mer-
ciless—Friendly. The box was published during the 8th Book and
Handprinting Fair in Frauenfeld/Switzerland, in 2006. Enclosed
with the letterpress work numbers 121 to 306 is an eight-page pic-
torial supplement translated into American English (composed on
computer, printed in inkjet).
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Thr lieke wmg
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Thr licht uns, wenn wir Helden auf Utlaab sind,
oder verletzt an einem erwithnbaren Orw.

TIhr verehret Orden; denn euer Credo beginne:
Kithnheit wischt die Schande des Krieges fort.

Granuten drebit ihr fiar uns, ihr lauschy entziickt
gruselnd Geschichten von Gefahe und Kot
Von euch wind unser fermer Kampl geschmiicke,
und euer Lorbeer feiert unsern Tod.

Ihr kénnt nicht glauben, dass britische Truppen tweichens:
gerbrochen an hillischen Gridueln rennen sie davon
und zertrampeln geblendet vom Blut die grasslichen Leichen.

O dentsche Mutrer, du trinmst im Feoerschein,
wihrend du Socken strickst fiir deinen Sohn,
tritt man sein Gesicht noch tiefer in den Schlamm hinein,

Singfried Sairoon (118 —1g87)
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Friendly Pardon.

Pictorial Supplement with Translation in American English.
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